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Dinner and Discussion: The Johnson Amendment

In his acceptance speech for the Republican Nomination, President Trump vowed to repeal the John-
son Amendment. More recently, on May 3rd, he signed an executive order instructing the IRS to exer-
cise discretion in cases related to the Johnson Amendment. What is the Johnson Amendment? Is it good
or bad from a humanist perspective? Join us to consider this together over dinner on Monday, July 24th
at 7:00 p.m. at the Hamden Wood-n-Tap at 2100 Dixwell Avenue, in the Hamden Mart parking lot.

Required reading: Politifact on the history of the Johnson Amendment: http://bit.ly/2akY 3wt and
NPR’s quick five questions explanation of the Johnson Amendment: http://n.pr/2k846aK.

Optional reading: The text of 26 U.S. Code § 501 published at Cornell’s Legal Information Institute
at http://bit.ly/2sV2Ptv.

This is the first of what we hope will be a regular dinner discussion in the spirit of Hartford Area Hu-
manists’ Dinner Club. Because we need to make sure we can all sit together, please RSVP to

development@cthumanist.org or at meetup.com.

www.cthumanist.org

www.facebook.com/cthumanist * www.meetup.com/cthumanist * www.twitter.com/cthumanist



http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jul/22/donald-trump/donald-trump-correct-lyndon-johnson-passed-legisla/
http://www.npr.org/2017/02/03/513187940/the-johnson-amendment-in-five-questions-and-answers
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/501
mailto:development@cthumanist.org

The Newsletter of the Humanist Association of Conmecticut

To join, send an email to:
hac-anounce-request@cthumanist.org
with the subject subscribe.

To unsubscribe, send an email to:
hac-announce-request@cthumanist.org
with the subject unsubscribe.

Richard Siddall
(203) 264-2182

president@cthumanist.org

President

Vice-President June Schafer
Secretary Carol Siddall
Treasurer Rebecca Williams
Commiittee Chairs
Program David Schafer
Membership Frank Avitable
Development Carol Siddall
Publications Richard Siddall
Publicity Lisa Candido
Hospitality Randy Olear
Newsletter

Editor Carol Siddall
(203) 264-8546
editor@cthumanist.org

Production: Richard Siddall

(203) 264-2182

webmaster@cthumanist.org

Copyright ©, 2017 Humanist
Association of Connecticut.

Articles may be reproduced without
written permission, providing attribution
is given.

Published monthly by the Humanist
Association of Connecticut, 27
Thornton Street, Hamden, CT
06517-1321. Submissions and requests
for permission to reprint articles should
be made to this address or
to.editor@cthumanist.org We welcome
humanist-themed letters, articles, poetry,
news items, cartoons, and illustrations.

Please include a SASE to have
material returned. Approximate
circulation: 180 copies. Annual
subscription price $10.00, included in
membership.

The editor would like to thank

everyone who contributed to this issue.

Social Dinners

Please join us on the first
Monday of each month for our
social diner at 7:00 p.m. at the
Turkish Kebab House at 1157
Campbell Avenue in West

Haven!
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July 2017

Book Discussion: “Riders of the
Purple Sage”

Please join us at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 15, at 700 Hartford
Turnpike in Hamden when we will discuss our book for July: Riders
of the Purple Sage, a classic western by Zane Grey. Numerous copies
are available in public libraries, and it is even available free online at
Project Gutenberg, since it’s out of copyright.

From Goodreads: Told by a master storyteller who, according to
critic Russell Nye, “combined adventure, action, violence, crisis, con-
flict, sentimentalism, and sex in an extremely shrewd mixture,” Riders
of the Purple Sage is a classic of the Western genre. It is the story of
Lassiter, a gunslinging avenger in black, who shows up in a remote
Utah town just in time to save the young and beautiful rancher Jane
Withersteen from having to marry a Mormon elder against her will.
Lassiter is on his own quest, one that ends when he discovers a se-
cret grave on Jane’s grounds. “[Zane Grey’s] popularity was neither
accidental nor undeserved,” wrote Nye. “Few popular novelists have
possessed such a grasp of what the public wanted and few have de-
veloped Grey’s skill at supplying it.”

“Zane Grey epitomized the mythical West that should have been.
The standout among them is Riders of the Purple Sage.” — True West

Our book for August will be The Kingdom of Speech, the most re-
cent work from “new journalist” Tom Wolfe.

From Amazon: [The book] is a captivating, paradigm-shifting ar-
gument that speech — not evolution — is responsible for humanity’s
complex societies and achievements.

From Alfred Russel Wallace, the Englishman who beat Darwin to
the theory of natural selection but later renounced it, and through
the controversial work of modern-day anthropologist Daniel Everett,
who defies the current wisdom that language is hard-wired in hu-
mans, Wolfe examines the solemn, long-faced, laugh-out-loud
zig-zags of Darwinism, old and Neo, and finds it irrelevant here in
the Kingdom of Speech.

[Note: Book Group participants will recall Dan Everett and his
adventures in linguistics, religion, and the Amazon from our selec-
tion Don’t Sleep, There are Snakes in April 2014.]

“Tom Wolfe aims his unparalleled wit at evolution, arguing that
complex language is the singular superpower that allows humans to
rule the planet.” — Harper’s Bazaar

Explorations: “The Twelve Chairs”

This story, based on the 1928 novel by Ilf and Petrov, takes us
back to the years following the Russian Revolution, as the aristocracy
finds itself struggling to adapt to communist governance. While a
seemingly Tolstoyesque tale, the screenplay is written and directed by
Mel Brooks, and will keep you in suspense, and probably hysterics,
as well. As summer draws to its close, this is a great way to spend a
lazy afternoon.

Join us at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 5, at 700 Hartford Turn-
pike in Hamden.
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